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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Cotnnued.) 
From this time till the 8th or 10th of ** 
ry, 1832, myself and elder Rigdon continued to 
preach in Shalersville, Raveana, and other pla- 
ces, setting forth the truth, vindicating the 
cause of our Redeemer; showing that the day 
of vengeance was coming upon this generation 
like a thief in the night: that prejudice, blind- 
ness, darkness, filled the minds of many, and 
caused them to persecute the true church, and 
reject the true light; by which means we did 
much towards allaying the excited feelings 
which were growing out of the scandalous let- 
ters then being published in the “Ohio Star,” 
at Ravenna, by the before mentioned apostate, 
Ezra Booth. On the 10th of January, I received 
the following 


Revelation to Joseph Smith, jun. and Sidney Rig- 
don, January, 1832. The word of the Lord un- 
to them concerning the church of the living God 
established in the 4as days, making known the 
will of the Lord unto the elders, what they shall 
do until conference . 

For verily thus saith the Lord, it is expedi- 
ent in me, that they should continue preaching 
the gospel, and in exhortation to the churches 
in the regions tound about, until conferences 
and then behold it shall be made known unt 
them by the voice, of the conference their 
several missions. 

Now verily Isay unto you, my servants Jo- 
seph Smith, jun., and Sidney Rigdon, saith 
the Lord, it ie expedient to translate again, and 
inasmuch as it is practicable to preach in the 
regions round about, until conference; and af- 
ter that, it is expedient to continue the work 
of translation, until it be finished. And let 
this be a pattern unto the elders, until further 
knowledge, even us it is written. Now I give 
no mote unto you at this time. Gird up your 
loins and be sober; even so: Amen. 

Upon the reception of the foregoing word of 
the Lord, I recommenced the translation of the 
scriptures, and labored diligently until Janua- 
ty. During thie period, I also received the 
following as 
In erplanation of the epistie to the 1st. Corin- 

tine, Tth chapter, 14th verse. 

For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife, andthe unbelieving wife is sanctified 
— ‘were your children 
but no ure they holy. 


ine Geywdf we upostles the 


circumcision was had among all the Jews who 
believed not the gospel of Jesus Christ. And 
it came to pass that there arose a great con- 
tention amony the people concerning the law 
of circumcision, for the unbelieving kusband 
was dewirous that his children should be cir- 
cumcised and become subject to the lew of 
Moses, Which law was fulfilled. „ 

And it came to pass that the children being 
brought up in subjection to the law of Mose, 
and give heed to the traditions of their fathers, 
and believed not the gospel of Christ, wherein’ 
they become unholy; wherefore, for this cause 
the apostle wrote unto the church, giving unto 
them a commandment, not of the Lord but of 
himself, that a believer should not be united 
to an unbeliever, except the law of Mose 
should be done away among them, thet their 
children might remain without circumeision{ 
and that the tradition might be done aways 
which saith that little children are unhely; fot 
it was had among the Jews; but tittle children 
are holy, being sanctified through the etene- 
ment of Jesus Christ; . 
tures mean. 

A few days before the ee was to 
commenee in Amherst, Lorain county, I stars 


my own vicinity, and arrived in due time. 

At this conferedee much harmony prevailed” 
and considerable business was done to udvanet 
the kingdom, and promulgate. r we 
inhabitants of the ‘surrounding country, 

The elders seemed anxious for me to enquire 
of the Lord that they might know his will} or 
loarn what would be most pleasing to’ na ſor 
them to do, in order to bring men to a-stned of 
their condition; for, as it was written, all men 
have gone out of the way, so thdt ‘none’ doth 
good; no not one. payne een the 
following: 

Revelation 1652 

Verily, verily I say unto you, | who speak 
even by fe voice of my spirit: even Alpha 
and Omega. your Lord and your God: hearken, 
O ye who have given your names to go forth 


yard; Behold I say unte you., that it is my will 
that you should go forth and not tarry, neither 
be idle. but labor with your mights} fiftitg wp 
your voiceses with the sound of etrdiitp, 


laiming the truth to the 
rid tommendments Whfeh I have" 


ted in company with the elders that dwelt in 


to preach my gospel, and to prune my vise , 
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— — — — mith, uon hie. will concern, 
and glory, and immortality and etersal life. ing youshe I say unto you, that itis the du- 


Therefore, verily Ia unto my servant Wm. 
E. MecLelfin, I revoke the commission which 
I gave ttito him, to go into the eastern coun- 
tries, and I give unto him a new commission 
and a new commaridment, in the which I the 
Lord chasteneth him fot the murmuriags of bis: 
heart;and be sinned ; nevertheless I forgive him. 
and say unto himagain, go ye into the south 
countsies; and let my servant Luke Johnson go 
with, him and proclaim the things which I have: 
commanded them, calling on the name of the 
Lord for. the Comforter, which shall teach them 
all things thet are expedient for them, pray- 
ing slways that they faint not; and- inasmuch 
es they do this I will de with them even 


unto the end. Behold this is the will: of the s 


Lord your God concerning you ;even so: Amen, 
And again, verily thus saith the Lord, let 
my servant Orson Hyde, end my servant Sam- 
uel H. Smith, take their jovraoey-into the eas- 
tern countries, and proclaim the things which I 
have commanded them; and inasmach as they 
arp faithful, lol will be with them even unto 
the end. And again, veriiy I say unto my ser- 
vaot Lyman Johnson, and unto my servant Or- 
som. Pratt; they shall also take their journey 
into the eastern countries; and beho'd and lo, 
I am with them also even unto the end. And 
again l.eay unto my servent Asa Dodd and un 
to my servant Calves Wilson, that they. also 
shall take their journey unto the western coun: 
tries, and preciaim my gospel even as I heave 
commanded.them; and he who is faithful shal! 
overcome all thiage, and shall be lifted up at the 
lan day. Add again I say onto. my servant; 
Major N. Aebley and my. servant Burr Riggs, 
let them take their journey alto unto the south 
country; yea, let all hose take their journey 
I have commanded them; going from house 
to house, asd. from. village to village, and 
from city to-city; and in whatsoever house 
ye enter, and they receive you, leave yaur bles- 
sing upon that house, and in whaisoever house 
yeenterand they receive you not, ye shall 
depart epecdily from that house, and shake off 
the dus: of your feet as a testimony against 
tem; and you shalt be Giléd with@joy and 
g'adness; and know this, that in the day of 
judgment, you shall be judges of that house, 
ead condemn them; and.it hell be more toler- 
able for the heathen in the vay of judgment 
than for that house; therefore gird sp your 
loins and be faithful, and ye ehall overcome all 
yy A and be lifted up at the last day; evenso; 


And gain, thus saith the Lord unto you,.O 


ty of the church to assist in supporting the fam- 
iltes of thore fend also to suppor: the families. 


of those who are calied und must needs be sent 


unto the world, to proclaim the gospel unte the 
world; wherefore I the Lord give unto you 
this commandment, that ye obtain places for 
your families, inasmuch as your brethren are 
willing to open their hearts; and let all such 
as cau obtain places for their families, and sup- 
port of the church for them, not fail to go into 
the world: whether to the east, or to the west, 
or to the north, or to the south; let them ask 
and they shall receive; knock and it shal) be 
opened unto them, and made known from of 


high, even by the Comforter whither they shall 
go. 
And again verily I say | unto you, that every 


family, let bim provide and he shall in no wise 
lose his crown; and let him labor in the churcb. 
Let every man be diligent in all things. And 
ine idler shal! not have place iu the church, ex- 
cept he repents and mends bis ways, Where- 
fore let my servant Simeon Carter, and my ser- 
vant Emer Harris, be united in the ministry .— 
And aleo my servant Ezra Thayer, and my 
servaut Thomas B. Marsh. Also my servant 
Hyrum Smith, and, my servant} Reynolds Ca- 
hoon; and also my servant Danijel Stanton, and 
my servant Seymour rungon; end also my 
servant Sylvester Smith, aud my servent Gd: 

Carter; and elo my servant Ruggles 
3 and my eervant Stephen Burnett; and 
also my servant Micah B. Welton,.and also. 
my servant Eden Smith; even eo: Amen. 


CONFERENCE. MINUTES. 
— 
Continuation of last Aprit's Conference. 

[Elder Rigdon here stopped to refresh him- 
self. The choir sung bymn. ] 

Elder John Taylar being called upon to ad- 
dress the congregation, said, It gives me ples- 
sure to moet aud associate with so large an as- 
semblage of the saints. I always feel at home 
among the brethren. I consider them the hon- 
orable of.the earth; and if I can do any thing 
to conduce to their happiness, or that will ia. 
any wise tend to their edification, Lam satis- 
fied. I therefore address this ‘congregation 
with cheerfulness and:pleasure; and if by on- 
folding any of the principles of truth that I am 
in possession of, or laying before you any thing 
pertaining to the kingdom; If my ideas will 

enlarge your minds or. produce benelicial ve- 
sults to any. } shall consider myself on this, ae. 


ve pf my church, who bave given your 


on all other amply repaid. Massy 


man whois obliged to provide for his own 
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fore us. 


is no individual who has searched the_oracles 
of eternal truth, but his mind will be touched 
with the remarks made by our vegerable. friend 
which unfold the dispensation of Jehovah, and 
have a tendeney to produce the most thril- 
ling feelings in the bosoms of many who are 
this day present,and to promote our general 
edification; he traces with pleagure on the hiss, 
toric paga the rise of nations,kingdoms and em- 
pires. Historians dwelt with great minuteness, 
on the heroic deeds, the chivalrous acts, the 

dangers and deliverances; the tact, bravery 
and heroism of their chieftains, generals and 

governments. We us iepublicane, look back 

tothe time when this nation was under the 
iron rule of Great Britain, and groaned under 
the pawer, tyranny and oppression of that pa- 
erful mation. We trace with delight, the name 
ee Washington, a Jefferson..s La Fayette aad 
ao Adams, in whose bosoms . burst the spar’. 
of liberty. These themes are dwelt upon with 
delight by our own legislaters, our governors 
and presidents; they are subjects which fire 

our souls with patriotic ardor.. Bus if these 
things-animate.them so much, bow much more. 
great, noble and exalted are the things laid be- 
They were engaged in . founding 
kingdoms,.and empes that were destined to 
diseolution and decay, and although many of 
them. were, great, formidable and. powerful, 
they now exist only in name. Their “cloud 
capped towers, their solemn temples, are dis- 
solved,’ and nothing. now zemains of their for- 
mer magnificence, or ancient grandeur, but a 


few dilapidated buildings and broken columns, 


a few shaitered fragments remains to tell 10 
this and to other generations, the perishable 
nature of earthly pomp and. worldly glory.— 
They were engaged in funding empires and 
establishing kingdoms, and.powers that.bad in 
themselves the seedeof destruction, and were 
destined to decay. We ase Jaying the foun 
dation of a kingdom that shall last forever;— 
that shall bloom in time and blossom in eterni- 
ty. Weare engaged ina greater work~than 
ever cecupied the attention..of mortals; we 
live in aday thet-prophets and kings desired 
to see, but died without the sight. Wher we 
hear the history of the rise of this kingdom, 
from one who-has been witbit from ite inſan- 
cv, from the lips of our venerable friend who 
has taken an active part in all the history of 
the church, can we be surprised that he should 
feel etmimated, and that his seul should burn 


with heav real?’ We see im him a man of 
Ged who can contemplate the glories of. heavy. 


holds the things roll on which he, has, long. 
since beheld in prophetic vision. Most. men 
have established -hemselves in authority, by lay-- 
ing desolate other kingdoms, and the destsuc-., 
tion of other powers. Their kingdoms have 
been ſounded in blood and supported by tyz-, 
anny andoppression.. The greatest chieftaina 
of.theearth have obtained their glory, if glory 
it can be. called, by blood, carnage and ruin. — 
One nation has been built up at. the expense. 
and ruin of another, and one man has, been 
made at.the expense of another, and yet these. 
great.men were called honorable for. their .in- 
glorious deeds of rapine. They have slain their, ~ 
thousands, and caused the orphanato weep and 
the widows to mourn. Men did these. things 
becayse they could do it, because they had 
power to desolate nations and spread terror 
and desolation.. They hate made themselves. 
immortal as great men... The patriets of. this 
country had indeed a laudable object in view, 

a plausible excuse. for the course they took.— 
They stood up in defence of their wights, libet- 
ty and freedom; but where are now those prin- 
ciples.of freedom? Where the.jaws that pro- 
tect all men in Jheir religious opinions! where 
the lawathateay a man shall worship Ged ac- 
cording to the dictates of hia. own. conscience? 
What say ye, ye saints, ye who are exiles in 
the land of LIBERTY. Hew-came you here! 
Can you in thig land of equal rights return in 
safety to your possessions in Missouri? No 
You are exiles trom thence, and there is no 
power, no voice, no arm to redress your griev- ~ 
ances. Is this the gracioug: boon ſor which 
yaur fathers fought,and struggied, and died? 
Shades of the venerable. dead, ceuld you but 
gaze upan this scene and witness tens of thou- 
sands of. Americans in exile on Colembie’s soil, 
if.pity could touch-your bosoms, how would 
you mourn for the. oppressed; if indignation, . 
how would you curse the -heartless wretches. 
that haveso desecrated and polluted the tem- 
ple of liberty. How has the gold become 
dim, and the fine gold, how has it changed!“ 
Let it nog be told among the heathen monarchs . 
of Europe, lest they laugh and say ba! ha! Se 
would we have it. Le saints, never let it go. 
absoad, that ye are exiles in the land of liberty, . 
lest ye diegrace your republic in the of 
the nations of the.earth; but toll it to those who. 
tobbed and plandered, and reſused to give 10 
your rights tell your rulers thas ell their deeds. 


ied, Are we now indeed. in Jand 


en; the visions of cieraity, and who vet poke 


ol- ſame sre sarmished, and their. glory 
of Woald yo Gos L. 
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things have been spoken by Elder Rigden con · ¶ forward to the opening glories whieh she great 
cerning the early history of thie chureb. There] Eloheim has manifested to him, pettaining to 
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could auer yes; but no! no!! I cannot. They 
have robbed us, we are stripped of our possess- 
ions, many of our friends are slain, and out 
government says your cause is just, but we 
can do nothing for you.” Hear it, ye great 
men, we are here in exile! Here are thousands 
of men in bondage, in a and of liberty, 
of freedom!! Ifye have any patriotism left, 
shake off your fetters, and come and procisim 
us free, and give usourrights. I speak of this 
government as being one of the best of govern- 
ments, as one of the greatest, purest, and yet, 
what a melancholy picture. O ye venerable 
fathers who fought for your liberty, blush for 
your children,and mourn, mourn over your 
country’s shame. We are now talking about 
@ government which sets herself up as pat- 
tern for the nations of the earth, and yet, 0 
what a picture, If this is the best, the most 
petriotic, the most free, what is the situation 
of the test! Here we speak with national 
pride of a Washington, a La Fayette, a Mon. 
roe, and a Jefferson; who fought for their liber- 
ties, and achieved one of the greatest victories 
ever won, and scarcely has one generation pass- 
ed away before 15000 citizens petition govern- 
ment for redress of their wrongs, and they 
turn a deaf ear to their ery. Let us compare 
this with the Church of Christ, fourteen years 
ago a few men assembled in a log cabin; they 
saw the visions of heaven and gezed upon the 
eternal world; they looked through the rent 
vista of foturity, and beheld the glories of eter- 
nity; they were plenting those principles 
which were concocted in the bosom of Jeho- 
vah; they were laying a foundation for the 
salvation of the world, and those principles 
which they then planted, have not ‘yet begun 
to dwindle, but the fire still burns in their 
bones; the principles are planted fin different 
nations, and are wafted on every breeze. When 
I gaze upon this company of men, I see those 
whe are actuated by patriotic and noble prin- 
ciples, whe will stand up in defence of the 
oppressed, of whatever country, nation, color, el 
orclime. I see it in their countenances; it is 
planted by the spirit of God, and they have re- 
ceived it from the great Eloheim, all the pow. 
er of influence of mobs, priestcraft and cor- 
rupt men, cannot queneh it, it will burn, it is 
comprehensive as the designs of God, and as 
expansive as the universe, and reaches to all 


the world, no matter whether it was an Indian, 


a negro orany other man, or set of men thet 
are oppressed, you would stand forth in their 
defence. I say unto you, continue té cherish 


— ; let them expend d if th 
Slanted im thts mation; 
if it hae bp and eireacy 


blight hes overspread it, we will stand up in 
defence of our: liberties, and proclaim our- 
selves free in time and in eternity. 

The choir, by request sung ‘the red man,’ 
after prayer by Elder J, P. Green, the meeting 
was adjourned for one hour. 

Arnit 6th, 1844, afternoon. 

The president arrived at the stand at 1-2 past 
Zo’clock, P. M. The choir sung «hymn, af- 
ter which prayer by Elder J. P. Green, when 
the choir sung another hymn. Elder Rigdon 
resumed his history of the Charch of Christ. 


(For the want of room we postpone president | 


Rigdons remarks for the present.) 


The Kalamazco conference met at the house 
of elder Ezekiel Lee, in Comstock, Kalamazoo 
county, Michigan, on the Ist day of June 1844. 
There were present two of the quorum of the 
Twelve, viz: W. Woodraff and George A. 
Smith; three of the High Council, viz: 8. Bent, 
C.C. Rich and D. Fulmer; five of the High 
Pries quorum, viz: H. Green, Z. Coltrin, Mo- 
ses Smith, E. Thayer and G. Coltrin; eight 
of the Seventies, fourteen Elders; two priests, 
and one deacon; total, 35. Conference was 
called to order by elder C. C. Rich; W. Wood- 
ruff was called to the chair; C. Dunn and E. 
M. Webbchosen clerks. 

Conference was opened by singing and prayer 
by the preside nt. 

The following branches were then represen- 
ted: 

The Kelamazoo branch represented 44 mem- 
bers, six elders, one priest and obe deacon. 

Grand Prairie branch represented eight mem- 
bers, one elder. 

Otsego branch represented 6 members, one 
elder, two priests and one teacher. 

Pawpew brancli represented eight members, 
three elders. 

Albion branch represented 26 members, two 
elders, one pri oi and one deacon. 

— branch represented 10 members, one 


‘Morville branch represented seven members, 
one elder. . 

Scattering members, 10. 

Total, 126 membere, 15 elders, four priests, 
one teacher and two deacons. 

It was moved and carried that Gideon Brows- 


el], Jonathan Willard and Charles Lee, be or- 


dained elders. 
Ales Seth Tuft, te the office of a priest. 
Aleo W. ‘Tyrril, to the office of a teacher. 
The above named persons were then ordain- 
ed under the hands of elders B. Bent, 4 Col 
trin and D. Fulmer. Tex 
cettied thet worsustete oh 
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ders Charles C. Rieh and Harvey Green, in theirg , Pleasavt Valiy conference met at B. B. Searls’ 
appointment ta preside over the state of Michi - ¶ on the 8th day of June, when the ſollo w- 
gan, assigned them by the Twelve. The day ing branches were represented. 
was occupied in giving instructions to the el- 
ders. The assembly was addressed by the|j one priest and one teacher. eet” 
president; followed by elders George A. Smith, ] Rose branch consists of nine members, one 
8. Bent, C. G. Rich. Z. Coltrin, H. Green, D. uncher. ‘4 
Fulmer, E. Lee, G. Coltrin, E. M. Webb and] Napoleon branch consista of eight members, 
C. Dunn. The elders were strictly charged to two elders, one teacher and one deaeon. , 
keep withia the limits of the fru principles, || Jackson branch consists of 21 members, three 
and let myeteries alone. It was ascertained | elders, ene priec, one teacher and one deacon. 
that some were unwise and had taught false] Coder branch consists of 20 members and 
doctrine; such were corrected. The congreg” ene descon. 
tion was dismissed, and the elders assembled Monroe branch consists of four members. 
together and addressed by the president, and Total, 89 members, five elders, two priests, 
elder G. A. Smith, who forcibly urged upon | four teachers and three deacons. 
their minds the necessity of their pursuing « | Resolved, That Alphonzo Terry, Samuel 
wise course in relation to their, teachings; te Gould, Isaac Williamson and Samuel Herring- 
let what they called mysteries alone. The | ton be ordained elders. 
names of some were calledas an example for | Resolved, That Lysander Terry be ordained 
the rest, who had been unwise in their teach- || an elder. | 
ing, among whom were elder Cornish and Key- The above named persons were ther ordain- 
zar. We were aleo informed that elder Bottom ed under the hands of elders Woodruff, Smith 
wan injuring the cause in places where he had and Coltrin. 
been; and if one fourth part of the testimony 
be true concerning the teachings and mysteries| 
which Dr. Samuel Parker has strewed by the 
way side since he left Nauvoo, we are satisfied 
that he is filled with mysteries that never en- 
tered into the mud of God, or the authorities 
of the church. He hed left Michigan and gone C. Donn, Clerk. 
toCanada. As there was such a number of el- — | 
ders present, the greatest care was taken to | Sn — conference opened on the 15th 
give every necessary information in regard toy™ une, 8 
their missions, that they might pursue a wise | * — — ~ Twelve W. Wood- 
* Jene Of the High Priests, C. C. Rich, Harvey 
A lerge end respectable audience assembled | 2 Coltri, G. Coltrin and David 
10 oock, A. M., which was composed of 
many ofthe most respectable citizens of the | — Seventies, William Burton and 8. 
county; who were addressed in the forenoon a 1 
by older W. Woedruff, follewed by elder z.| — nine elders, three priests and two ten 
— — C. C. Rich called the house to or- 
followed by eldets D. Fulmer, 8. Bent i and der, and elder George A. Smith was called to 
— — rene thé obaie and C. Dunn appointed clerk. 
ples of the gospel ef Christ, and delivered their nd th 
testimony, (attended with the spirit and poser 2 — — — 
— — — — given by the sheie: — the object of the 
manifesting great interest and attention. At conference, when the Sillewing branches were 
the clese of the meeting that warmth of friend-| . * ö 
Franklin branch consists ef 35 members, one 
elder, one priest and one teacher. | 
| Waterford branch consists of 12 members, 
ong older and one teacher. 
LIvonis branch consists of 12 member 


June 9. 
The meeting was addreseed in the forenoon 

by elders G. A. Smith and Z. Coltrin, and in 

the afternoon by elders Woodruff, Dunn and 

others, and sacrament was administered. 

| W. WOODRUFF. Prest. 


were gala oa lied together, by elder Rich, who} 
rocéeded to appoint the elders their stations 
n the different counties in the state. ia 


W. WOODRUFF, Pre. Ader, priest. bad an 
Z. N. — Leder, one priest and 


Pleasant Vally branch consists of27 members, 


* 
- 
o 


Brownstown branch consists of 23 members, 
duns elder, one priest and one deaton. — 
Van Buren branch consists of 10 members 
“and one elder. = 
Auburn branch consists of 13 adden two 
elders and one teacher. 
Riga branch consists of * members, one 
priest and one deacon. 
Confidence branch consists of nine mem- 


bers. 
Four members in Lapier county, and three 


"in Oakland county. 
Total, 170 members, eight elders, five Nene 
five teachers and three deacons. 
‘After some instruction was given by the 
chair, on the subject of ordination, it was 
Resolved, That elder M. 2 ordai ned 
high priest. | 
Resolved, That B. B. n M. Wait, M. 
Sprague, Peter Ven Evry, William Vau Bvry> 
C. Loomis, 8. Goodnuff, C. McBride and Jona- 
than Collins, be ordained to the office of elders. 
Resolved, That C. Hogle and S. Hopkins. be 
ordained priests. 
Resolved; That J. M. Taylor be ordained 


deacon. 
The above named persons were then ordain- 


ed uncer the hands of elders G. A. Smith, C. 
C. Rich and W. Woodruff. 

Resolved, That elder M.Serrine de the pre- 
siding high priest over allthe branches of the 
church in Eastern Michigan. 

Spiritual and edifying addresses were deliv- 
ered by elders Woodruff, Smith and _— di- 
rected mostly to the elders. 

- Conference adjourned until Sunday morning 
10 o’clock. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment.— 
A largesudience was assembled at an early 
hour, which was addressed by elder W. Wood- 
raff, followed by elder Green, and in the after- 
noon by elder G. A. Smith; a good impression 
was made upon the whole congregation, _ 


ens. SMITH, 
C. c. Donn, Clerk. 


Minutes of a conference of the elders of the Church 
Of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, held on 
| the first and second days of June, 1844, in A- 
quina, Fayette county, Ja. 
= The tollowing are the names of the official 
members present: 
High Priesta—A wage Lyman, Willard Snow, 
William Snow, James C. Snow and George P. 


kes 
— Carter end 2 
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der Amasa — to preside, and by appoin- 


ting elder James C. Snow, clerk, after which 
a hymn was sung, end the throne of grace ad- 
dressed by the president. 

The choir sung anotber hymn, when elder 
Willard Snow was called upon to address the 
saints; who, after making some preliminary 
remarks, took the 37th chapter of Genesis, 7th 
verse, for his text. From this he showed the 
design of God, in protecting his servants in 
carrying his designs and purposes into effect, 
and in frustrating the wicked in all their se- 
cret works of darkness, showing the contrast 
between him that serveth God and him that 
serveth him not. He concluded by telling 
dream, of President Joseph Smith's, dreamed 
about fourteen years ago, viz: “That his name 
should be had for good and for evil, among all 
the nations and kingdoms of the earth, and 
that they would seek his life from city to city, 
and speak all manner of evil against him falee- 
ly.” 

Another hymn was sung, and conference ad- 
journed until 2 o’clock, 


Afternon services opened by singing and 
prayer, by elder Dominicus Carter, 


Elder William Snow then srose and gave a 
short synopsis of the revealed will of God to 
man, from the ereation down to the present 
time, showing what had been written wes for 
our profit and learning, for the express purpose 
that we might place ourselves in a situation to 
receive the revealed will of heaven given di- 
rectly to us, and in so receiving, we would es- 
cape the evils to which we are continually ex- 
posed. He then took up tne 3d chapter of 
Matechi,and reasoned upon the new and ever- 
lasting covenant wnich should precede the e- 
cond advent of the Savior, also some of the eir- 


‘cumstances attending it. President Amasa Ly- 


man then made some general remarks upon the 
difierent applications of time and days spoken 
of by the prophets and apostiss, for the fulfil- 
ment of certain scriptures; for instance, the first 
and second verses of Hebtews, where Pau! 
says: God who at sundry times, &c.; but bath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his 808. 
This shows that the very time here referred 0. 
was tne very days then papsing. Agein, the 
prophet Joel seys, in the last days saith God, | 
will pour oat of my-epirit upon all fledh, &c.— 
This time refers jo the very last days tha: wil! 
ever be. Hethen showed the permanent foun- 
Cation of the kingdom of Christ, and theurety 


| ‘of i its present djspensa- 


/ 
| 
| 
I 
“Martindale and Conference adjagrned vat 11 
The conferoncd Gal by entting 


Conference convened at 11 o’etock, und was 
called to order by singing and prayer, by 
Martindale. * 

President Amass Lyman then atose end — 
some ofthe first vbtees bf the third chapter of 
the second épistle of Peter; he then — — 
the necessity of more revelati wiht 
which, the ptophesies already given can never 
be fulfilled; for the reason, that the ‘heavens 
must receive Jevus Christ-until the times of 
restoration of all things which God hath spoken 
by the month ofall his holy prophets ince the 
world began; Acts dd chept., let verse. He 
ao showed. the various changes which heave 
taken place since the morning of cféation; and 
again, how these things so changed ate to be 
restored again previous to the second! coming 
of the Savior. He conctuded his remarks by 
taying to the people, prove all things and hold 
fast that which is gopd. . 

Conference adjourned until 3-0’clock. 

The afternoon services commenced by sing: 
ing and prayer, by elder Witliam Martindale; 
alter whieh, elder George P. Dykes, in a short 
and concise manner, traced the rise and down- 
fall of the kingdoms and empires of the arth, 
as they have existed ftom ancient Babylon to 
the setting-up of the kingdom of God in the 
last days. He then took up the subject of the 
Book of Mormon and proved the authenticity 
of the book by the testimony of the pruphets. 

After singing a hymn conference adjourned 
until the 14th dey of September a at 10 
o'clock. 

During the conference s goed spirit prevail- 
ed; two came forward and were bapilzed for 
the remission of their sins, and many others 
were believing, while some gazed heedlese on 
the sight. 

AMASA LYMAN, Pres. 
Jaurs C. Brow, — 


Minales of a conference ce held in Pleasant Garden, 
Putman cownly, Ia., June 1844. 

The house was called to order, and on mo- 
tion of elder Richard Anderson, elder G. P. 
Dykes wae called to the chair, ond Alfred Hall 
chosen secretary. 

After the conference was aarp — dy 
singing and prayer, by brother Anderson, the 
chairman ‘atose and in a conclusive manner set 
forth the necessity of order in e house o 
God; after’ which he addressed the assembly 
from the 5th chapter und 18th verse of Romans; 
and iu an able and elegant manner set forth 
the atonement throagh Jesus Christ, and uni- 
véteaf salvetion from original en, and fell 
and complete salvation ttom eetual sins by an 
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ter whieh meeting adjowmed' till 2 o'clock, 
M. 

Met ptrsvent to adjournment; no business 
of a temporal nature being brought before the 
"conference, elder R. Anderson addressed the 
congregation on the subject of the second 
t}/coming of the Son of Man, and ivan ale mén- 
ner proved his position to be tenable. He was 
followed by the chairman, who in a plalt and 
positive manner, proved emphatically that the 
promises made to the ancient fathers woult be 
fulfilled. 

The names of the official members a 
were then taken, which were as follows: 

High Priest—George P. Dykes.” 

Seventies— Daniel Shearer, Selmon' Warner,’ 
A. Hanks. “ 
 Elders—Richard Anderson, John Jones, Res- 
ert GM@librend, Lincoln Mason, Alfred Hall. 

Priest—Allen E. Hall. 

The corfference then proceeded to appoint, 
(after the dismission ot the congregation,) el- 
der Anderson his mission in Putman and the 
acjoining counties; elders Warner and Hanks 
in the north of Patman and Montgomafy edun- 
ties, and elders Jones and Gillibrang. to Vevey, 
Switzerland county, 

Conference adjoarned to meet to-morrew” at 
10 o’elock. 

Met pursvant to and after 
singing and prayer, elder Shearer addressed 
the congregation on the plan of salvation ae 
was followed by elder Dykes. | 
_ Adjourned till 2 o’clock. 

Met pursuant te adjournment, end 
by singing and prayer, by elder Gillibrend, | af- 
ter which the chairmen took the floor, apd. in 
an able manner proved the au:henticity of the 
Book of Mormon. He was followed by elder 
Shearer and Anderson, after which, through 
the benediction of the president, 2 


Preet. 
Hatt, 


— 


Minutes of a Conference of the Chureh of Jeus 
Christof Laiter day Saints, held at the cily of 
_Haléfax, Halifax co., Province of Nove Scotia, 
according to previous — Jebruary 
1844. 

Conference met at 1 o’clock, and after sing- 
ing and prayer by Elder John Skerry, Elder 
Robert Dickson presented before the me 
the object of the conference. 

Conference was organized by calling: Roden 
Dickson 


printipies “ef me G06 ; af- 


ry Ger. 
Representation of branches The Halifax 


represented by Dicksva; gonsion 
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of 16 members, elders, and 1 desen hare 
been cut off since the last conference. 

Four members at Onslow, Colehesier co., N. 
8. represented by Elder Dickson. 

The, Preston branch represented by Eld 
Edward Cooke, consists of 14 members, 1 el- 
der, 1 priest, 1 teacher, and 1 deacon, all in 
good standing, except 4 members doubtful, 

Elder Dickson bes baptised since the lest 
conference six in Preston. 

Egesent, 3 elders, 1 priest, 1 and 1 
deacon. 

Reapleed, That the saints uphold the first 
presidepty by their prayers. 

Resolved, That a copy of the minutes of this 
conference be transmitted to Neuvoo, for pub- 
lication in the Times and Seasons. 

Conference minutes were read and accepted. 
‘a That this confergace adjourn sine 


— 


R. DICKSON, Pres’t. 
Clerk. 


a held in Adams, Jefferson 

county, on 25 and 26 of May, 1844. 

The conference eonvened Saturday, 10 o’- 
clock A. M., there was present on that occa- 
about 300 180 which have em- 
braced the gospel since last autumn after some 
appropriate remarks delivered by Elder J. Pat- 
ten, the conference was organized by calling 
der B. Brown to the chair, and appointing 
Elder J. W. Crosby secretary. 

The business of the day then commenced.— 
Branches were represented as follows: 

Elder Green made mention of the Adams 
branch of 60 members, one elder, two priests, 
all in good sending, this branch last 
der numbered 17 only. 

Clayton branch represented by Ni- 
chole; 8 members one elder. 


ley, of 35 members, 4 elders, all in good stand- 
ing, this branch was organized last winter. 


Black River branch represenied by Elder 
Childe, 50 members, two eiders,twe priests. 

_Bilisburgh branch represented by Bro. M. 
Bates) 48 webe, two elders and one priest. 

Indian River braneh represented by Beether 
— members, two elders, t vo priests. 

Pillay Point branch was . by Eid. 
Gibbe, 12 member, one elder. . 

Theresa branch 14 members, elders, one 
pties nd ene deacon. 

braned represented, by Elder d. 
Crosby, A members, one elder, this brau¢gh hee 


Lime brgnch represented by Sider H. Ack- | 


there — pres- 
— the country who 
ersally manifested a warm hearted and ur- 
dent. seal in the cause of truth. 
Our business being eccomplished and much 
instruction having been given on the impor- 
tanee of the Temple being reared, funds want- 


Hed, dikewise, few rematks respecting the 


ensuing presidential election, a number of 
brethren delivered their teatimony in favor of , 
the great work of God to be performed in this 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, Con- 
ference then adjourned till naxt day. 
Sunday, Conference assembled at 10 0’- 
clock A. M., the meeting was opened by sing- 
ihg and prayer; es usual a large concourse of 
people assembled from the surrounding ooun- 
try, probably near 1000; the day was spent 
very agreeably, being devoted to public preech- 


ing. Our meeting being held ia the grove, 


some little disorder wee manifest from profes- 

sors of goodness, but in reality, (‘p~possessore 

of meanness;./>) however, our meeting was 
agreeable and the saints rejoiced greatly in the 
truth. During our conference 5 were baptised 

and two ordained to the office of an elder; 

there will be a great gathering the ensuing au- 

tumn from this region... Our labors are closed 

in this region fot the present, yet the work is 
rolling on steadily and inmeressing om every 
hand, we have baptised rising of 150 and or- 
dained eight elders in this county since our 
labors commenced here, but the time of our 
departure is at hand. 

If you find the above minutes, rematks, &c., 
worthy of -a place in your valuable e 
they are at your disposal. , 

With sentiments of high * we ab 
eribe ourselves your fellow r in the gos- 


pel 6f peace. 


BENJ. BROWN. 


For the Times and Seasons. 
Fayette county, 
indians, May 21, 1844. 

Dear Brother: — With due respect, I take my 
pen to.addregs yous short letter, Lam well, 
thank the great giver of all good, and hope you 
are too. When I left La Harp, I proceeded to 
Ottowa, preached a few times when 1 left for 
Indiana aad travelled over the worst road thet 
Leverenw, he Wabash Coying- 
ton, where I introdueed. truth amopg. them.— 
They were wild and antes enable at but 
soon became more tame; I in 


heen un mithis «few. weeks... 
other scattering . vere. . 


ting the hee preqched. 
to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


truth. They listened with much attention and 


went to Fredericksburg, on the Indi- 
anapelie roed, where L preached to a congrega- 
t ion, the most of whom hed never seen a Mor- 
mon before. From thence I went to Jamestown 
where I.preached again ; the meeting went o 
well, and the people seemed anxious to heer 
the truth, From thence I went to Pittsborough 
where I preached to an ailldience who had nev- 
ex beard a saint before ;they had many and awful 
conjectures abont the truth, and sent three 
miles for » Protestant Methodist to oppose me. 
« I spt torth faith and repentance and 
baptism) for the remission of sins, &e., which 
he opposed so strong that he quaked like old 
Belehazzer, and finally it grew into a debate; 
the Mormon the effiirmative, and the Methe- 
diat the negitive; but after one night’s sleep» 
(the debate was to come off the next day,) he 
wanted to be off; he too when he began to con- 
sider, believedithe same things. except baptism, 
and that he would not deny. All things being 
ready, I opened the subject and read his diei- 
pline which settled the point, and we parted 
friendly; but in the beginning he was deter- 
mined to oppose Mormoniem; but found it 
hard to kiek against the truth: From thence I 
went to Indianapolis, the great capital, where 
I lifted my voice to them in delence of the 
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THE MURDER. 
Gen. Joseph Smith, who» was “pt “in 

cool blood, in Tail, on 

ih day of June, was one of the best men * 

ever lived on the earth. The work 22 

thus far performed, towards establishi a 

religion, and preparing the way for 

gathering of Israel, in the short space o 


wen- 

ty years since the time when the angel of the 
Lord made known his mission and gave him 
power to move the cause of Zion, exceed any 
thing of the kind on record. Without learm 
ing, without means and without experience, , 
he has met a learned world} a rich century: 

a hard hearted, wicked, and adulterous gener- 
ation, with truth that could not be resisted ; 
facts that could not be disproved ; revelations, 
whose apint had #6 much God in them that the 
servants of the Lord could not be guifsaid or 


on, with a lustre and livery wise bes animat- 
ed, quickened, and adorned. 

The pages of Gen. — though 
his enemies never ceased to persecute him and 
hunt for offences against him, are ag unsullied © 
as virgin snow; on about fifty prosecutions for 
supposed criminal offences, he came out of the 
al fire, heated like Nebachadnezzer's fur- 
nace, seven times hotter than it was wont to 
be, without the smell of fire, or a thread of his 
garments scorched. Hie foes of the world and 
enemies of his own household, whe «have 
sought oceasious against him, in order, ‘detret- 


secmed disposed to investigate. From thence 
I went to Morristown, where I again told the 
listening multitude the way of life and selva- 
tions from thence to Connersville, where I have 
an appointment to-night in the court house 
Jam no seated in a large hall, surronnded by 
sinangers, ye friendly, who Bave took in a 
etranger and fed him; I. am within five miles 
of che place of destination. I have deen fa- 
vered mith good health since my deparure 
from Naaveo; and have baptized 1 who live 
in Ottewa, III. 


Lou, Respectfully, 
GEORGE P. DYKES. 


ding his innocent blood; and po apology % 

make to the Judge of all the earth, at the day 

of judgment. They have murdered him be- 

cause they feared his righteousness. mt reer. 
His easy good natured way, allowing 


James, the apo of our Lord and Savior Je- 
zus Christ, in his general epistle to the Twelve 
Tribes -ecattered 7804 thos speaks unto 
them: James, chap. 5; 1-3. 

“Go now ye rich mep, weep and howl for |} wi : 
your, miseries that shall come upon you. Tour in the hour of trouble, or triply whem the wheat. 
riches are cortupted, and your garments are 
motheatem. Your gold and silver is cankered ; | 


and te- of them shall bs « witness against]| el sine, when. 


Yo have, beaped icoasures together for she, the 


— 
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resisted, but like the rays of light from the | 
sun, they have tinged every thing they lit up- 
ly to deprive him of his life, boeanse Ringtbd- 
have a poor offer the world, shed- 
— 


righ 


of life, tba all christeddom: for they havin 


mingled in his greatness, knew where and when 


to take advantaye of his weakness. Their tri- 


umph, howevet, ga one that disgrace their 


state and nation, ruins them in time and in 


work 
more, nud combined more influence to rob him 


tell the story. then they that did the een 
tet. Ne wonder the heathen nations will be 
God’s'ini'the day of hie power: they beve not 
Killed the prophets, 
When'Gen. Smith went to Carthage just as 
the chvalry met him for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the State Arms,’ he said to @ friend, Jen 
going Idee lamb to the slowrhier: but 1 am calm 


eternity. ‘The cannot gtow it: they can-| a swihimer’s morning: Ihave a conscience ooid 


not out live it: and the 


cannot out dig it: ef nee toward Ged, and toward al men: J 


from him that winked at it, to him that shot alf die innocent. Mow ye great men who 
the fatal ball, whereever there is moral hones- boast of grest wisdom, what think ye of the 
“ty, hamanity, love of life, liberty, and the pur-|prophet’s last prediction? How glorious! How 
‘suit of happiness, there the breath of indigna-|| mild! How god like! No wonder the sympa- 
tion, the whisper of „those murders”—the|} thies of all honest men, are hindied in bie be- 
story of mobocracy and the vengeance of God, helf: ‘the goocness of his deeds merit them. 
d the e whnt of perfect knowledge of the er- 

vante of God, ef the Son of God, in all ages, 


will hadnt the whole gang and their offspring’ | 
and abettors with a fury like Multon’s gates of 


bell: | 
greeting harsh thunder.“ 
Ia thus descantiag upon the glory of Gener- 


al Joseph Smith end the cowardly disgrace of 


his assassins, let his noble minded brother Hy- 
rum have po less hobor shown him: be 


not touch his reputation. 
he died godly, and hie murderers will yet have 


toconfess that it would bave been better for 
them to have a mill-etone tied to them, and 


they cast into the depths of the sea, and re- 
main there while eternity goes and eternity 


comes, than to heve robbed that noble man of 
heaven, of his life, Iſ chere be such a thing as. 


the greatest and least ‘crimes, among the er- 


chives of the better wurld, the wilful murder 


of Joseph and Hyrum Smith will be firet and 


eorst, without forgiveness in this world or the 


world to eome : ſor no murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him,” 


lived. 
h an out der. 
even, the tongneof the vilest slanderer could influence to bring the offenders to · justice and 
He lived godly and 


id good'standing. 


down to this last, horrid, heart sickeoing batcb- 
ery of those two unoffending America tree- 
„ must have been the great first 480 of 
teking life contrary to thre lew of Ged: or man. 
Leaving religion ont of the case; where is 
the lover of his country, and his posterity, that 


judgement? Every good man will de it when 
he remenibers, that these two innocent men 
were confined in jati for a supposed crime, de- 
pri vod of any weapons to detend themselves: 
had the pledged faith of the State of Illinois, 
by Gov. Ford, for their protection, and were 
then shot to denth, while, with uplifted heads 
they gave such signs of distress as would ba ve 
commanded thé interposition and benevolence 
of Savages or Pagans. They were both Me- 
e brethren of *‘the 
mystic tie“ what think ye! Where is eur 
good Master Joseph and Hyrum? Is there a pa- 


gan, heathen, or savage nation on the globe 


Tos Savior said, wo unto the world because! that would not be moved on thie great occasion, 
of offences, but offénces must needs come; bot | as the trees of the forest are moved by a migh- 
wo unto him by ‘whom they come! Prophets ty wind! Joseph’s last exclamation was 0 
have been sent, according to the sacred: histo- Lord my God!” 

ty, which all enlightened nations use as a Ifoncof these murdeters, their abettors or 
guide of morality here, or fora rule to obtain accessories before or after the fact, are suffered 
heaven hereafter, to instruct and lead the peo- to cumber the earth, without being dealt with 
ple ecvording to the pure purposes ot God, and | according to law, what is life worth, and what 
yet from Cain, down to two or three ‘hundred | is the benefit of laws? and tore than all, whet 


Ameritens, Tilinoians, Mtssouriane, Christians 
even freemmm, the lives of mostly all these good 
men, the servants of God, not omitting his own 


inthe use of institutions which savages would 
honor, where civilised beings murder without 
eause of provocation? Will the Americans 


Bon, have been taken from them by those who leok over the vast concerne that 
professed to be the most wise, enlightened, in or flater, touch their welfare. at home | 
telligent/ and religious, (that is nationally) } abroad, and exalt or disgrace them among 
that were on the earth when the hellish desde] kingdoms of thé great ‘fadilly mas,’ und 
were done. But ‘what bas the next generation whether etatchy,’ mobbery,” 
id! Ah! time, thou art older und dbler td W ery are not swiftly hurtying the cons 
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authorities of our ‘country, into irfetrievable 
ruin, While che inhabitants of the land must 
sink into wretchedness, bloodshed, revenge 
Elder John Taylor, and Dr. Willard Rich- 
ards who were in the jaif at the time, indodent- 
ly au friendy of these men, have only to thank 
God that their lives were spsred. Elder Tay- 
lor was wounded With ur bullets, and a ‘fifth 
ball, which had it not been for his watch in his 
left vest pocket, would have passed into his 
vitals and destroyed his life instantly. „Thie 
‘memorable and very valuable watch saved his 
life, and will remain with its hands permanen}- 
ly pointing to 5 o’clock, 16 minutes and 26! 
seconds” as the moment when so small a ma- 
chine interposed between time and eternity.— 
Dr. Richards was not wounded by a single 
ball, though one passed so near his. ear as to 
leavea merk.“ If such scenes, do not 
awaken the best feelings of freemen for person- 
al safety, what will? we pause! solemnly pause 
for the opinion of millions, because all are in- 
terested: life is the last boon—all is blenk 
without it, death blots the resti—and where is 
man? 
To conclude, if the good people of our com- 
mon country, and our common world, do net 
arise with a union of feeling and energy to 
help wash off the blood of these two innocent 
men, from Hancock county: from the plight- 
ed faith of Illinois: from the boasted and wide 
spreading fame of the United States, and from 
the dignity of our globe; then let all but the 
righteous be amitten with a eurse:—but me- 
thinks I see a “union of all honest men”, 
aside from religion, stand forth to magnify he 
law, who will never rest till justice and judge- 
ment have made the offenders, abettors end 
acceesories, whether apoststes, officers, or 
mere men, atone for the innocent blood of Joseph 
TO THE SAINTS ABROAD. 
On hearing of the martyrdom 
of our beloved prophet and patriarch, you wil) 
doubtless need u word of advice and comfort, 


— — — — 


fectauci work, in e speedy a t 
of the restoration of all things svoken of by bis 
Remember that all the prophew and nt 
who have existed sines the ‘world begen, sre 
engaged in this holy work, and are yet in ibo 
vineyard, ‘as well asthe labdrers of the'elev- 
enth hour: and tre all pledged to esté#blish the 
kingdom of God on the earth, and to give 
judgement unto the saints; therefore, none 
can hinder the rolling on of the etetnal purpo- 
ses of thé Great Jehovah. Aud we have now 
every feuron to believe that the fulfilment of 
his great purposes are much heater than we 


we shall see the kingdom of God, coming with 
power and great glory to our deliverance. 
As to our country and nation, we have more 
reason to weep for them, than for those they 
have mardered; for they are destroying them- 
selves and their institutions and there is ne 
remedy: and as to feelings of revenge, let 
them not have place for ons meme in our 
bosoms, for God's vengeance will ep con- 
sume to thet degree that we. would fain be 
hid away and not endure the sign. 
Let us then humble ourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, and endeavor to put away 
all our sins and imperfections as a people, and 
as individuals, and to call upon the Lord with 
the spirit of grace and supplication; and wait 
patien ly on him, until be hall direct our way. 
Let no vein and foolish plans, or imagins- 
tions scatter us abroad, and divide us assaader 
‘as people, toseek to save our lives at 
pense of truth and principle, but rather let us 
live or die together and in the enjoyment of 
society and union. Therefore, we sayy let us 
haste to fulfill the commandments whieh God 
has already given us. “Yes; let us baste to 
build the Temple of our God, and to caTuen - 
gether thereunto, our silver end our gold with 
us, unto the name of the Lord; and them we 
may expect that he will tesek us of his ways 
and we will walk in his paths... 


We would further say, that-in consequence 
of the great ‘rains which have deluged the wes- 
tern country, and also in consequence of per- 
gecution atid excifement, there has been dat 


and look for it from our hands. We would. 
say, therefore, fitst of ah, be still and know 
that the Lord ie God; and that he will folfill 
all dme in hie own duo time; rand not ‘on 

I or tittle of alt bis purposes and promises 


paretinse 
wre, 


little done here, either in farming or building 
this season; therefore there is but Mende en- 
ployment, and but little means of subsisténce 
at the command of the saints in this region— 


come on with theif Wédey and wenne 


had supposed, and that not many yeasts hence, 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
‘shall fail. Remember, that the priest- | therefore, let the saints-ebroad, end othere-who 
hood, and the keys of poWer ure Held in for or calamities atid ‘wish® to ve, 
Wen won time arid, therefore, tha 
‘verity “Of Ga Who" pass thw dt dam 
propa red up bn greater’ Ant hore 
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their wythings inte the Temple, and their dena-fjencestors., I have been at considerable pains 


tions to the poor. = 
We wish it distinctly understood abrosd, 
that we greatly need the sesistence of every upon estimates, always below the actual num- 
lover of humanity whether members of the ber, of those residing in Asie and Africe, 
charch or otherwise, botb in influence end in from which it appesrs that the Jewish nation 
contributions for our sid, succor, and gupport. number full six millions of people, divided and 
Therefore, if they feel for us, now is the ume] loeated ae follows :— 
to show their liberality and patriotism towards| In all parts of ancient Poland, before — 
a poor and persecuted, but honest and industri- the partition of 1772 1,000,000 
ous people. In Russia, comprehending Woldavia 
Let the elders who remain abroad, continue] and Wallachia - - 200,000 
to preach the gospel in its purity and fullness,|) In the different ata tes of Germany 750,000 
and to bear testimony of the truth of these In Holland and Belgium - - 80,000 
things which have been revealed for the salva-||Swedenand Denmark - - - 6,000 


to obtain census, accurate aa far ag every 


tion of this generation. rene 75.000 
P. P. PRATT, |Engiand - - V0, 000 
WILLARD RICHARDS, States 200,000 
JOHN TAYLOR, All North and South America and 
! W. W. PHELPS. West Indies 100,000 
Nauroo, July 15, 1844. Ia the Mahometan States of Europe, 


AsiaandAfrica - J., 000, 000 
Persia, Chins and Hindoston - 1,000,000 


6,471,090 

The above includes all who are actually 
known as professing and following the religion 
of their furefathers. It isimpessible to ascer- 
tain the number of those residing in Catholic 
countries and concealing their religion from 
motives. The numberin Spsin who preferred 
outwardly embracing the Catholic faith to 
avoid banishment under Ferdinand and Isabel - 
la, is several hundred thousands, and are at 
this day connected with the first families in 
Spain and Portugal. In Asiaand the Turkish 
dominions, I have made an estimate rather he- 


The following peragreph, and reply from the 
4 aie M. Noah, is inserted in the Times 
to show the amount of Jewish 

‘popilagfon: Any information relative to the 
Idreci, Ephraim or the remnants, 

. which God in his infinite wisdom, deigns to 

score toa state of light, liberty, and gospel 

ung must be a sweet moree! to the Saint that 

watching fer such important events. The 

‘ belief of Mr. Noah, however, “that the great- 

est triumphs reserved for Christianity will be 
in their agency fand co-operation in restoring 
the Jews to their ancient heritage, is all wind: | 
God will never ask Christendom to do what he| 
has declared in the scripture, he will do bim- 


self. The 11th chapter of Issiah says, he willl low their actual number. They sre powerful 
“gather together the dispersed of Judah ſtom in Chins, end on the borders of Tartary; like- 
the four corners of the earth ;” and sundry oth-} wise in Persia and the countries bordering on 
er places, carries strong proof that God, not the Indien Ocean. In Abyssinia and Ethiopa 
men, will show the Jews the “wounds he re-|| there are many communities of black Jews, 
ceivedin the heuse of his friends.” | and they baves separate congregation at Cal- 
Letter of M. M Noah, to the Bos. Mer. Jowrwal.|| cutta. 

| a New Yorx, June 18th, 1844. The number of the Jewish people dispersed 

Mr. Epiron:—a late numberof your paper in every pert of the world will surprise no one 
. contained the fellowing paragraph: | who takes into consideration that for the last 

It is said thet the total number off four hundred years they have been in a mes - 
Jews throughout the world is estimated at 9. sure exempt from those persecutions which 
163/700, aud it is seid that this number has they suffered prior to the reformation; nor 
naver materially. varied from the time of David} have they been ineluded in the various wars 
dow mwards. which have for several hundred years desolated 
I has always been a eubject of interest, al- Europe and Asia... Naturally a pasifiic people, 
though not of genera) inquiry, to ascertain asi edbering ata very early age to their imterne- 
neatly as possible, the numerical force of the tional marriages, exceedingly tamporate in livr 
Jewiah people in every, part of the world, andj ing, and constitutionally actiye and energetic, 
locking forward to the apgedy fulfillment of all their self-augmenting populstion from those 


the promises te that peouliat end favored] equece must gecatly bare thajr mm- 
to the land of thes" pers, and wergpat. the, belief thas they 


* 


country in Burope is referred to, but depending 


— 
| 
| 
— — — 
| 
| 
f, 


this time as numerous as they were in the 


palmy days of David and Solomon. 


There is another error in your paragraph there were destroyed 3 
which it may be well also to notice a: this time. 
You state that the number of Jews hes never 
matetially varied from three millions, from the 
time of David downwards. Very nearly that 
number has been exterminsted by wars and 
violence, from what may be considered the 
the commencement of their national troubles. 


According to Josephus and cotempo- 


rary writers there were slaughtered 
in Cwsaria, by the Syrians = - 

In Jerusalem, occasioned by the in- 
solence of a Roman soldier, under 
the reigu oſ Claudius 

At Alexandria, in consequence of 

_ the rivalry of the Greeks and Egyp- 

At Ascalon from the same cause 

AtPtolemais - - 

At Silucia, by the Syrians and Greeks 

At the siege of Jerusalem by Pompey 

By an carthquake in Judea, 42 or 43 
years before Christ t 

In consequence of a revolt occasion- 
ed by breaking a Roman eagle pla- 
ced in the portico of the Temple, 
in the reign of Augustus 

In a sedition suppressed by Varus, 
Governor of Syrian - - 

In an ambuseade before Ascalon, in 
the beginning of the war against 
he Romans 

At the capture of Jaſſa by Titus 

At the siege of Jotapat 13th of Nero 

Taking of Tariche, and at the naval 
battle on the Lake Genseretie - 

After this victory, Vespasian being 
in the tribunal at Tariche, sent 
6000 to Nero, to werk at the Isth- 
mus of the Mores—30,400 were 
sold at public vendue, and 12,000 
old men. unable to bear arme, were 
put to 

At the capture of Gamala by Titus 

In & battle against Placidus, Lt. of 
Vespasian, near the village of Ga- 
„ 

At the seige of Jerusalem and des- 


traction of the Temple by Titus 1, 100, 000 


In the revolt of the false Messiah 
Betthechobas, and in the several 
under Adrjen, Trojan, and 


Add to this, that from the time of the 
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the teturn of theark, which hed 
been captured by the Philistines, f 
239,000 
— 
|\Making - - 242.000 
This amount does not inclade neither the 
| losses they met with in the wars anterier to 
the Captivity, nor the perseoutions and revolts 
jin the time of the German Emperors and the 


| Middle Ages, nor the massactes which follow~ 
ed the Crusades, nor the proscnptions en masse 
whish were so frequently renewed im different 
parts of the world, in the times of the invasion» 
by the sbarbarians, and since their establish- 
nent in the Roman provinces. Under elf 
these calamities and oppressions, the Jews 
like those vivacious plants which can resist the 
intemperance of a!] seasons, have been by di- 
vine interposition, enabled to sustain them- 
selves amidst so many appalling obstacles, and 
have found in the strength of theirlaws, new 
| principles of existence, 


In pursuing the inquiry as to OC 
eal foree, much interesting inform bas 
been obtained as to their various pursuits; onde 
it is gratifying to learn that agriculture, theit 
origina: occupation, claims a great portion of 
their attention. The plains of Nineveh © 
od., Persia, Egypt, Lithunia, Ukraine and 
Moldavia, are full of Jewish agriculturaliste; 
they ure, it is said, the best cultivators of the 
grape in Turkey; in all parts of the East they 
are dyers, workers in silk, weavers and black-. 
smiths; in Poland they are farmers, currierss 
lace weavers, potters and silversmiths; and al- 
| though the great body of the nation are still en- 
gaged in trade and commercejin every quarter, 
of the world, with undiminished success, they; . 
are nevertheless receiving a more liberal edu. 
| cation, are cultivating a taste for the arts, 
| ny are pursuing the more enlighiened and sei- 
| entific professions with reputation, and are in- 
stituting reforms in the ceremonial. parts of 
their religion, without invading any of its cary, - 
dinal principles. or 20 

Wealth is not generally or equally diffused, 
among the Jews, but the aggregate of their pos- 
sessions consi tutes them by far the most weel- 
thy people on earth, and the enormous propor- 
tions are so located as to seeure a very decided 


20,000 


12.000 


15,000 


very important movements. 


Although the Jewish people are entirely pas 
| sive tw relation to their restoration, and wait- 


, | 
— 
— 
20,000 
13,000 
50.000 
2.500 
2.000 
50,000 
12,000 
13,000| 
2,000 
18,000 
15,000 
40,000 
6.500 
| 
9,000 
iofluenee in the movements of every nation, 
— — — them, in measure, the arbitrators of 
600,000 ing the great sdvent with the petiones 
jend-humility whieh they the’ 
of the Golden eighteen hundred: y cats; rélying-with 


bated — on ‘the — — — 
tion of that divine power whieh haa ever been 
near them and with them, nevertheless there 
has been ne period in their history in which 
Christians generally have taken more interest 


their — by their power, he has 
always come off victorious, and thwarted all the 
plans of his opponents. Although priest and 
people, rich and poor, professor and non-profes- 
sor, learned and unlearned, Christian and infidel 


ia their temporal and, religious welfare, than have united their forces to belie, slander, and 


they evince at the present time. This is the 
providential prelude to great events;—they 
know too little of esch other; anda closer ap- 
proximation, a. mutual surrender of prejudi- 


ces, and a greater reliance of Christiane upon 


what constituted primitive Christianity, will at 
eace show how siender is the line that divides 
us. I cannot svoid believing that the great 
triumphs reserved for Christianity, will ba in 
their ngency and co-operation in restoring the 
Jews to their ancient heritage, for it cannot be 
politically accomplished without their aid, and 
if the second advent, so called, end so ardently 


perseente him, yet has the work in which he is 
engaged rolled steadily onward, impelled by the 
hand of a God. | 

That an illiterate youth of _twenty-one, with 
none of the advantages of our learned divines, 
with scarce acommon school education, poor 
and despised, alone and unassisted, should have 
conceived a system of Theology, which all the 
wisdom and learning of the age have not been 


able to confute; and the progrees of which, the 


combined efforts oſ earth and hell have not been 
able to resist, exceeds even my powers of belief, 
When we review his career, and behold him, 


desired by pious Christians is ever to come to | from the poor, despised visionary af Manchester, 


pana, it. caneot, I hardly conceive, take place 
until after the restoration is accomplished, and 
there is a throng to be occupied a nation to be 
govern@ and the prophecies fulfitled. 

beg your pardon for thus occupying. your 
dds. I intended merely to correct the etror 
in the census, but have been led into other 

Respectfully yours, 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Nauvoo, June 8th, 1844. 


Mr. Editor:— 

Dear Sir:—It is with mingled feelings of grat- 
itude and pleasure, that I again seat myself to 
address you a few lines, agreeably to promise 
expressive of my feelings with regard to your 
Prophet—his doctrine; character, views &c.— 
During my short stay in your ‘city. I have 
found nothing to alter my opinions of its inhab- 
itanta, as expressed in my former letter. I have 
seen with my eyes and heard with my ears and 
I am satisfied with the result. I have seen the 
Prophet; and heard him speak. His actions | 
have rendered him famous—hi# claims have 


| rising, in the short space of fifteen years, to the 
Presidency of a church numbering uot less than 
200, 000 souls, spread throughout the United 
States and the Canadas, Europe and the-islands 
of the sea; we are led to exclaim “a greater than 
Jonah is here“ Indeed had he no other claims 
to inspiration than his actions, and the works 
he has performed, they would be abundant to 
stamp him indelibly, a Prophet of God. 

He has only to be known, to be admired— 
his doctrine has only to be investigated, to be 
believed—his claims cannot be confuted: ‘what 
then obstructs hfs progress? Surely nothing, un- 
les it be the bigotry, superstition and prejudice 
of a priest-ridden community. Bat the time 
will come, prehaps too late, when their eyes 
will be opened toa sense of their folly: They 
can then see, that, led on by their pries’s, they 
haye opposed themselves to inspiration, and re- 
jected the truth. Be not astonished at the 
warmth of my expression, for I have but just 
emerged from my thraldom, like a Chrysalis 
breaking its shell, and look back. with affright at 
the bondage to whiehd was subjected. Would 
to God that the whole world would throw away 
their prejudice and investigate for themselves, or 


made him known—his Pemecutions have made} come here and get their eyes opened as I have 


bim an object of interest - but his own intrinsic 
merits have made him beloved, by all whe know; 
him. 

thet men would be so blind} 


done, 

Would they but examine the matter they 
| would find thas the so called Mormon delusi- 
en“ beautifully harmonizes with the scripturés 


as to fellow after such a man: but that feeling is —reconciles- many seeming contradietion 
gone;and I new only wonder why he has net | explains many.difficult, passages—restores the 
more followers: thocaly con be, they primitive order and simplicity of the Chureb— 
thegruth. | fulfills many of the prophecies—and gives va 
all the efforts of his, @rer- just concepsions of the character, atirbutes 
be. the even tenor of hid. way, | and perfection§ of the Deity. It coptgins 
and steadily te bis present , position, come of the grand, and sublime: 
Uniptimedsted by their. threats—unmindful nad by the mi 
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it plan of life in future state of exis- go imated by love, and die 

tence, worthy conceptions of a God; it elevates by 
eur ideas of Jebevah and of his creation; ui Comprehensive du., hie views, uadinching: — 
it plainly shows the whole duty of the Sein his patriotiam, uneonteminated’ by bie inter 
the plan of. salvation; the straight aod narrow course with the world, unsullied in hie chatae- 
path—and, in short, it ip a-perfect system oſ ier, unbending in his.morslity,. independent in 
Theology, as far before the clanging, jarring | his agtioas, high literary eainments, of 
ayateme of modern divinity, as the Gospel of practical capabilities, a Gentleman and a 
Jesus Chiist was before the systeme of thejjar, what more can weask in a chief —— 
Pharisees and Sadducees, pr as the plan of | lA charactes so exalted, so, verious,, grand. 
vation devised by Jehovah before the werle jnstomishes this coorupt.age, and the political 
is before any of the systems of, Sectari-| |demagogues and office-seekera, struggling for 
the loaves and fishes’ tramble in every limb, 

“The political views of the Prophet are 9s far and quiver, through. feas, in every musele, st, 

in advance of the age, as his religious prinei- the name of-the far-famed General Joseph 
ples; liberal, enlightened, and comprehensive; | Smich. - F cannot better express my opinion ef 
they are tota'ly wnigus. The friend of equal |i him than in the language of Robertson, in his 
rights and liberty; he advocates the emancipa~|}character of the celebrated Sir William Pitt 
tion af the slaves, and the opening of the prison : L the, wholesherg, J is something in this 
doors. Indépendent in his actions; he cares ſor | man, that would create, subvert, and teform: 


neither wealth nor fame; but is the. friend g 
the poor. Uncotrupted by the spoils of office; 
he is opposed to the political aristocrats of 


Washington lining their pockets with the hard | 
* earnings of the poor democracy. His liberal- 


ity and venevelence extends from pote to pole, 


hear his views come Texas, come Mexico, | 


undprstandiog, . a spirityand an eloquence, 

to summon mankind to society, and break the | 

bonds of slavery asunder—something to rule 

he wildness of free minds: something. that 

could establish or overwhelm empires, aad 

strike a blow in the world that should n 
through: the universe.“ 


come Canada and comeall the world—let us}. May the Great Jehovah inspire his etn 
be brethren: let us be one great family; and let with wisdom and understanding sufficient to 
there be universa) peace? What.can be more lead his people, inthe paths of truth and right- 
liberal, more benevolent or more.in accordance |jeousness, and bring about the reformation of 
with the spirit ol our free. institutions. Opposed | mank lnd. May he be endowed with power to 
to the low systems of political chicanery — establish univeraa! peace, prepare the way for 
tised by the cprrupt effice-seekers of the | the coming of dhe Messiah, and usher in 2 
he advocates the principles of ebe | | glorious millenium, and that be may have the 

freedom. The friend of all mankind; he stud- |] Divine sanction ta all his proceedings: and Be 


ies the convenience of the people more than blessed in all his undertakings, is’ the sincere 
the comfort of the cabinet. Uacompromisingly | desire of mar wa 


the friend of truth, and freedom: he would carry | Yours Respectfully, pte : 
aut the spirit of our Republiean constitution, | | Hoss. 
1 4 | Portage, Allegany co. N. F. May ist, 1344. 
“He stands alone; modern degeneracy has not] Dear brether Taylor: ~ 
reached him. Stern and unyielding in his. in- | I now take my pen in hand to inform you of 
tegrity: the features of his character beat the my success for some time pas'. I left Nauvoo 


stamp of Roman pairiotism. No narrow sys- | the last of September, and have been singe that 
tem of vicious politics, po political demagogue- time. striving with the agsistance of the grace 
ry, uo contest for the spoils of office, have sunk | allotted to me to spread the causeof truih. I 
him to the volgar level of the great; bet unfath- reached the state of New York about the d- 
omable, great, and benevolent, his object is the dle of October. I began laboring in the c- 
freedom of the world, his ambition to win the ſſtiee of Allegany and Steuben; soon after I 
love ofall mankind. Tue sight of his mind i ing eqmmenced., ‘preaching, effectual doom were 
nite; his schemes to aſſect not | opened and many expressedra willingness to 
the Wiieed States and the * only. but heur ie truth; I have striven successfully 
and pceterity. And judging the l- Against opposition, and God hes been pleased 
the pest, the means % whieh these to bless my —.— e 46 and 
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